
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                      

                                                                          	  



             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday May 12 / Giovedì 12 Maggio 
4:30 Father Madden Hall, St. Michael’s College  
(100 St Joseph Street, Carr Hall, Ground Floor)  

  
Pre-conference Event 

 

Incipit and Canon: A Reading on the Threshold  
of Italian Literary Masterworks 

 
As a warm welcome for the delegates of the annual conference of the Canadian Society for 
Italian Studies, the Graduate Students' Association of Italian Studies at the University of Toronto 
(GSAIS), in collaboration with the Department of Italian Studies, the Emilio Goggio Chair in 
Italian Studies, and the Canadian Society for Italian Studies (CSIS), is delighted to present a 
special event. It will consist of a reading voyage through the masterpieces of Italian literature 
from the Middle Ages to the present with a focus on their beginnings. For its liminal value this 
textual area has always been granted the attention of generations of readers as well as of critics 
that analyzed it as the entrance to a work. Together, junior and senior scholars will enjoy 
reading such vital passages with the awareness of their powerful suggestions. 

 
The reading will be given in Italian (English translations provided). Free admission. A reception 
will follow. 

 
 

  



ÍÔ 
 

Friday, May 13 / Venerdì 13 maggio 
	  

Registration: 8:30-12:30 & 1:30-4:30  
 

8:30 – 9:00       
 
Opening Remarks - Carr Hall 405  
 
 9:00 – 10:30       
 
Session 1 – Carr Hall 403 
Organizer: Francesca Facchi (University of Toronto) and Eloisa Morra (Harvard University) 
Chair: Joanne Granata (University of Toronto) 
Title: New Perspectives in Gadda Studies I   
 
1. Eloisa Morra (Harvard University)  
Gadda, Scialoja and an Iconographic Intertext for Il Pasticciaccio  
 
2. Francesca Facchi (University of Toronto)  
Pictorial Prose in Gadda's Saggi giornali favole e altri scritti. 
 
Session 2 – Carr Hall 404 
Organizer: Konrad Eisenbichler (University of Toronto) 
Chair: Paul Baxa (Ave Maria University) 
Title: Narratives of Exile and Pain: Literature and Notes from the Giuliano-Dalmata 
Community in Canada (1) 
 
1. Konrad Eisenbichler (University of Toronto)  
Teaching the Italian-Canadian Narrative: A Case Study on the Giuliano-Dalmata Diaspora in 
Canada. 
  
2. Benedetta Lamanna (University of Toronto)  
La Donna Portavoce: A Feminist Reading of the Giuliano-Dalmati Periodicals in Canada. 
  
3. Elisabetta Carraro (University of Toronto)  
Immagini di un internamento – Mario Duliani e La città senza donne. 
 
Session 3 – Carr Hall 405 
Organizer and Chair: Roberta Iannacito-Provenzano (York University) 
Session: Food and Italian Culture I 
 
1. Alessandra Coccopalmeri (Independent Scholar) 
Tastes and aromas of migration narratives: memories in the kitchen, at the table and in the 
pantries of the Italian-Americans. 
 
2. Roberta Iannacito-Provenzano (York University) 
Some thoughts on the language of Italian food products in North America. 
 



10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break 
 
 11:00 – 12:30       
 
Session 4 – Carr Hall 403 
Organizer: CSIS 
Chair: Elena Brizio (Georgetown University, Fiesole) 
Title: Italian Music: Identity and Genre  
 
1. Claudio Clivio (Concordia University) 
“Creuza de ma” di Frabrizio de André: opera d’arte totale sul Mediterraneo. 
 
2.    Cristina Perissinotto (University of Ottawa)  
Far canzoni e bere vino: Francesco Guccini’s Poetics of Friendship.  
 
Session 5 – Carr Hall 404 
Organizer and Chair: Konrad Eisenbichler (University of Toronto) 
Title: Narratives of Exile and Pain: Literature and Notes from the Giuliano-Dalmata 
Community in Canada (2) 
 
1. Katharina Logan (University of Toronto)  
Solution to Pain: Exile and the Struggle for Cultural Identity in the Poetry of Diego Bastianutti. 
  
2. Paul Baxa (Ave Maria University)  
La Terza Forza: Gianni Angelo Grohovaz and the Rise of Italian Canadian Culture, 1971 to 1975. 
  
3. Robert Buranello (Dalhousie University)  
Con rispetto parlando: Gianni Angelo Grohovaz’s Address to the Italian Club of Erindale College, 
1984. 

  
Session 6 – Carr Hall 405 
Organizer: Giuliana Sanguinetti Katz (University of Toronto) 
Chair: Roberta Iannacito-Provenzano (York University) 
Title: Pirandello e la crisi della comunicazione 
  
1. Walter Geerts (University of Antwerp) 
Pirandello e l'atto comunicatorio. 
 
2. Brunilde Maffucci (Università di Roma Tre) 
Pirandello e Rosso di San Secondo. 
 
3.  Giuliana Sanguinetti Katz (University of Toronto) 
Pirandello e Antonioni: il mondo della macchina nei Quaderni e in Blow-Up. 
 
Session 7 – Carr Hall 406 
Organizer: CSIS 
Chair: Francesca Facchi (University of Toronto) 
Title: Male and Female Bodies in Italian Cinema 
 



 
1. Emanuela Pecchioli (SUNY, Buffalo) 
Weeping Men and Strong Women: Representations of Fragile Masculinities in Recent Italian 
and European Films. 
 
2. Paolo Saporito (McGill University) 
“Io preferisco pensare che sia l’albero”: New Materialism, Female Bodies and Ethics in 
Michelangelo Antonioni’s La notte (1961) and L’eclisse (1962). 
 

12:30 – 2:00 Lunch Break 
 

12:30 – 2:00   
 
Session 8 – Carr Hall 404 
Organizer and Moderator: Johnny Bertolio (University of Toronto) for the Graduate Student 
Caucus 
Title: Round table. The Art of Interviews: How to Navigate the Job Market (catered lunch) 
 
1. Salvatore Bancheri (University of Toronto)  
2. Francesco Guardiani (University of Toronto)  
3. Michael Lettieri  (University of Toronto at Mississauga) 
 
 2:00 – 3:30       
 
Session 9 – Carr Hall 403 
Organizer: Francesca Facchi (University of Toronto) and Eloisa Morra (Harvard University) 
Chair: Joanne Granata (University of Toronto) 
Title: New Perspectives in Gadda Studies II  
 
1. Gloria Bonaguidi  (Univ. Napoli --L'Orientale) 
Case. Per un approccio tematico all'opera di Gadda. 
 
2. Rebecca Falkoff (New York University)  
Toward a New Materialist Gadda. 
 
3. Corrado Confalonieri (Harvard University)  
Gadda con e contro Hegel. Gifuni alla scoperta-costruzione di una gaddiana ‘filosofia della 
storia’. 
 
Session 10 – Carr Hall 404 
Organizer and Chair: Cristina Perissinotto (University of Ottawa) 
Title: Travel in Italy and Italians Traveling abroad 
  
1.  Patrizia Sambuco (Monash University) 
Pina Ballario: Eating up the journey through the 30s. 

 
2. Kevin Reynolds (York University) 

De Brosses and Sainte-Palaye à la découverte de l’Italie: The French Enlightenment, the 
voyage lettré, and the Emergence of the Italian Library. 

 



 
3. Kathryn Taylor (University of Pennsylvania) 

The State, Print, and Eyewitness Authority: The Case of Ludovico de Varthema. 
 
4. Antonella De Bernardis (University of Genoa) 

L’Italia, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, l’Europa. Una mostra fra comunicazione ed evocazione di memoria 
storica. 
 
Session 11 – Carr Hall 405 
Organizer: Alberto Iozzia (Rutgers University) 
Chair: Giuliana Sanguinetti Katz  
Title: Italian Apocalypse 
 
1. Alberto Iozzia (Rutgers University) 
Grayed Out. Apocalypse of language in Antonioni’s Il deserto rosso and McCarthy’s The Road. 
 
2. Sandra Parmegiani (University of Guelph) 
Paolo Zardi’s XXI Secolo. A ‘Humanist Apocalypse’ for the New Millennium. 
 
3. Carlo Coen (York University) 
Il futuro è morto: le visioni apocalittiche di Marco Ferreri. 
 

3:30 – 4:00 Coffee Break 
 
 4:00 – 5:30       
 
Session 12 – Carr Hall 403 
Organizer: CSIS 
Chair: Cristina Perissinotto  
Title: Migration Narratives: Heritage, Fiction, Documentaries 
 
1. Roberta Cauchi Santoro (University of Guelph) 
The New Southern Question: Back to the centrality of the Mediterranean. 
 
2. Rosina Martucci (Università degli Studi di Salerno) 
Da Casacalenda a Montreal, il tema del viaggio, della ricerca del sé e delle proprie origini 
attraverso i romanzi di tre autori molisani: Pietro Corsi, Mary Melfi, Giose Rimanelli. 
 
3.   Elena Benelli (Concordia University) 
Documenting Migrations: Border Crossing in Italian Documentary. 
 
Session 13 – Carr Hall 404 
Organizer and Chair: Roberta Iannacito-Provenzano (York University) 
Title: Food and Italian Culture II 

 
1. Filomena Fantarella (Brown University) 
You are what you eat. The making of Italian through food. 
 
2. Roberto Ludovico (University of Massachusetts) 

Osservazioni intorno al concetto di cucina italiana. 



 
3. Tommaso D’Isola (Université Rennes 2 de Haute Bretagne) 
Rappresentazione del cibo nei « cunti » di Giambattista Basile (1566ca.-1632) e sua identità 
territoriale. 
 
Session 14 – Carr Hall 405 
Organizer and Chair: Jana Vizmuller-Zocco (York University)  
Title:  Italian Culture in Social Media 
 
1. Diana Di Mauro (University of Toronto) 
#Hashtag Opera: Cultural Relevancy and Digital Marketing of Opera in Today’s Global Market. 
 
2. Justyna Hanna Orzeł (University of Warsaw) 
La presenza della poesia contemporanea italiana e polacca nei social media. 
 
3. Jana Vizmuller Zocco (York University) 
Gatekeepers and gatecrashers: Andrea Camilleri's digital fandom. 
 

6:00-7:30  

Public Reading of Italian-Canadian Authors  
Giovanna Riccio, Carole Giangrande e Michael Mirolla 

IC Savings, 637 College Street – Foyer 

(Refreshments will be offered on-site) 

 

 
 
 

 



 
ÍÔ 

 
Saturday, May 14 / Sabato 14 maggio 

	  
Registration: 8:30-12:30 & 1:30-4:30 

 
 9:00 – 10:30       
 
Session 15 – Carr Hall 403 
Organizer and Chair: Massimo Vedovelli (Università per Stranieri di Siena) 
Title: Lingua, vino, cultura, identità: parlare, scrivere, immaginare il vino italiano nel 
mondo globale 
 
1.  Massimo Vedovelli (Università per Stranieri di Siena)  
Tra seduzione e informazione: note di enogrammatologia italiana. 
 
2.  Simone Casini (Università per Stranieri di Siena)  
Scrivere di vino: creatività e plurilinguismo enogrammatico. 
 
3.  Caterina Ferrini (Università per Stranieri di Siena)  
Scrivere, parlare e sognare di vino: l'immaginario delle culture in contatto. 
 
Session 16 – Carr Hall 404 
Organizer: CSIS 
Chair: Cristina Perissinotto 
Title: Boccaccio: Inferences, Intersections, Assumptions 
 
1. Marilyn Migiel (Cornell University) 
Boccaccio ‘Against Believing Too Easily’: Assumptions about Reading in De casibus, 1.11. 
 
2. Raffaella Anconetani (Sapienza Università di Roma) 
La memoria del Filostrato nell’Orlando Furioso. Il convegno notturno di Ruggiero e Alcina.  
 
Session 17 – Carr Hall 405 
Organizer and Chair: Luca Somigli (University of Toronto) 
Title: Italian Modernism I: Theories, Histories and Legacies 
 
1. Mimmo Cangiano (Duke University) 
The Italian Road to Modernism. Literature, Epistemology, and Political Implications. 
 
2. Marilena Ceccarelli (Università Roma Tre) 
Guido Gozzano e la poesia crepuscolare tra innovazione modernista e interferenze d'oltralpe. 
 
3. Francesco Loriggio (Carleton University)  
Fermenti ecologici nel primo Novecento italiano: il Futurismo, Pirandello e qualche altro. 
 
4. Johnny L. Bertolio (University of Toronto)  
The Great Beauty and Its Modernist Background. 



10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break 
 

11:00 – 12:15 Alumni Hall 400 
 

Keynote Address 
 

 
 

 
Exploring Italian identity. 

Notes on my last novel The Prank of the Good Little Virgin of Via Ormea 
 
 

	  	          
 

12:15 – 2:00 Lunch Break 
 

 2:00 – 3:30    
 
Session 18 – Carr Hall 403 
Organizer: CSIS 
Chair: Giuliana Sanguinetti Katz (University of Toronto) 
Title: Imagined Identities and the Landscape of the Italian Nation 
 
1. Edoardo Marcello Barsotti (Fordham University) 
Geography, Race, and Nation-Building in the thought of Giacomo Durando. 
 
2. Luca Pocci (Western University) 
Italie immaginate, Italie immaginarie: nazione e paesaggio nella polemica fra Strapaese e 
Stracittà. 
 
3. Michael Jefferies (University of Guelph) 
Giuseppe Mazzini and William Lloyd Garrison, United across the Atlantic against Slavery and 
Serfdom. 
 



 
Session 19 – Carr Hall 404 
Organizer: Johnny Bertolio (University of Toronto)  
Chair: Konrad Eisenbichler (University of Toronto) 
Title: Doctoral Dissertations in Progress (1)  
 
1. Carlotta Paltrinieri (Indiana University) 
Il Libro dell’Arte di Cennino Cennini e il Trattato della Pittura di Leonardo Da Vinci: due contributi 
pedagogici, retorici e poetici al processo di emancipazione intellettuale dell’arte. 
 
2. Ji Gao (University of Chicago) 
La publication lyonnaise et l’influence italienne au XVIe siècle – étude de cas de Guillaume 
Rouillé. 
 
3. Giovanni Scarola (University of Toronto) 
The Art of Literary History in the Age of Arcadia. 
 
Session 20 – Carr Hall 405 
Organizer and Chair: Luca Somigli (University of Toronto) 
Title: Italian Modernism II: Case Studies 
 
1. Letizia Tesi (University of Toronto) 
The Fin de siècle Cultural Watershed in Gabriele D’Annunzio’s Novels. 
  
2. Anna Natkańska (Uniwersytet Śląski w Katowicach) 
Corazzini decadente. Uno studio. 
  
3. Lucilla Bonavita (Università Roma Due Tor Vergata; ISS "N. Machiavelli")  
I Quaderni di Serafino Gubbio operatore: romanzo polemico e controcorrente nel clima di una 
modernolatria futurista. 
  
4. Kathleen Gaudet (University of Toronto) 
Between Immaginismo and Realism: Umberto Barbaro’s Luce fredda (1931). 
 

3:30 – 4:00 Coffee Break 
 
 4:00 – 5:30       
 
Session 21 – Carr Hall 403 
Organizer and Chair: Paola Bernardini (University of Toronto)  
 
Title: Cinema Feuilleton. A “Book of Images”, from Novels by Installments to Movie 
Series 
 
1. Giuseppe Gargiulo (MoDyCo/Cnrs, Université de Paris Ouest Nanterre/La Défense). 
The Movie as Game. Italian Renaissance as Transmedial Serialization. 
 
2. Andrea Privitera (University of Western Ontario) 
Never Mind the Plot, Here’s The Landscape Non-synchronicity and Spatial Storytelling in Star 
Wars (1977). 
 



Session 22 – Carr Hall 404 
Organizer: Sandra Parmegiani (University of Guelph) and Andrea Penso 
Chair: Sandra Parmegiani 
Title: Digital Humanities. Metodologie, progetti, applicazioni 
 
1. Isabella Magni (Indiana University) 
New Digital Solutions in the Study of Petrarch’s Fragmenta.  
 
2. Elena Brizio (Georgetown University, Fiesole) 
GEA. Invisible Sienese Women made Visible. 
 
3. Andrea Penso (University of Grenoble) 
Una biblioteca digitale per l'italianistica: il progetto Fonte Gaia. 
 
Session 23 – Carr Hall 405 
Organizer: Johnny L. Bertolio (University of Toronto) 
Chair: Luca Somigli (University of Toronto) 
Title: Doctoral Dissertations in Progress (2) 

 
1. Heather Sottong (UCLA)  
Dante and Argentine Identity. 
 
2. Alexis Seccombe Giachetti (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill) 
Mid-Twentieth Century Meditations on Love in Europe. 
 
3. Fadil Moslemani (University of Chicago) 
Filosofia letteraria e romanzi storici. Un’analisi della rappresentazione della Storia attraverso 
l’accezione foucaultiana di “carnevale del tempo”. 
 
4. Christina Vani (University of Toronto) 
Immortal Words: The Language and Style of the Contemporary Italian Undead-Romance Novel. 

 
 

6:15-7:45  
Public Reading of Italian-Canadian Authors  

Cristina Perissinotto, Claudio Gaudio, Corrado Paina 
Followed by 

Social Dinner at 7:45 @ Grano  
2035 Yonge St. (416) 440-1986 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 ÍÔ 

 
Sunday, May 15 / Domenica 15 maggio 

	  
Registration: 8:30-12:30  

 
 9:00 – 10:30       
 
Session 24 – Carr Hall 403 
Organizer: Gabriella Colussi Arthur 
Chair, Caroline Di Cocco, ICAP President, Sarnia-Lambton  
Title: ICAP, National and International Perspectives 
 
1. Angela Clarke (Italian Cultural Institute, Vancouver)  
Whose History is it anyway? Preserving, Sharing and Interpreting the History of Vancouver’s 
Italian Community.  
 
2. Cristina Caracchini (University of Western Ontario)  
Progetti di collaborazione tra università e ICAP: il caso dell’italiano a Western.  
 
3. Pietro Pirani (University of Western Ontario)  
ICAP e la comunità italiana di London: sfide e progetti. 
 
Session 25 – Carr Hall 404 
Organizer and Chair: Giuliana Salvato (University of Windsor) 
Title: The Nonverbal Dimension of Language Acquisition  
 
1. Amanda Brown (Syracuse University) 
The Role of Gesture in Resolving Syntactic Ambiguity: Negation and Quantification in L2 English.  
 
2. Sarah Escobar-Wiercinski (Wayne State University) 
Semiotics and Semantics in Learning and Teaching: The Colonial Contact Nahuati / Spanish. 
 
3. Letizia Montroni (Indiana University) 
The Contribution of Drama Techniques. 
 
Session 26 – Carr Hall 405 
Organizer and Chair:  Konrad Eisenbichler (University of Toronto) 
Title: Deceit in the Italian Renaissance. 1. From Politics to a Historical Methodology 
 
1. Mitchel Baccinelli (Florida Atlantic University)  
Lucrezia and Her Republic: Machiavelli’s Pragmatic Interpretation of Livy’s Lucretia. 
  
2. Konstanze Baron (HarvardUniversity)  
Francesco Guicciardini: Dealing with Deceit and Self-Deceit in a Historical Perspective. 
 
3. Rosalind Kerr (University of Alberta) 
Comic Rage and Transvestite Revenge in Flaminio Scala’s Il finto marito (1618). 



10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break 
 
 11:00 – 12:30       

 
Canadian Society for Italian Studies Annual General Meeting - Alumni Hall 400 
 

12:30 – 2:00 Lunch Break 
 
12:30 – 2:00 
  
Session 27 – Carr Hall 404 
Organizer: CSIS Executive 
Moderator: Sandra Parmegiani & Cristina Perissinotto 
Title: Round table. Strategizing Italian Studies in Canada (catered lunch)  
 
 2:00 – 3:30       
 
Session 28 – Carr Hall 403 
Organizer: Sebastiano Bazzichetto and Johnny L. Bertolio 
Chair: Filomena Calabrese 
Title: Centrifugal and Centripetal Strains in Italian Poetry Collections 
 
1. Sergio Di Benedetto (Università della Svizzera Italiana) 
“Havendo io alcuni versi raccolti”: la struttura delle raccolte poetiche beniveniane. 

 
2. Sarah Christopher Faggioli (University of St. Thomas) 
New Ways of Interpreting and Disseminating Poetry: Rinaldo Corso’s Commentary on Vittoria 
Colonna’s Verse. 

 
3. Sebastiano Bazzichetto 
Ridolfo Campeggi’s Rime (1608) and Delle Poesie (1620): Same Meaning, Different Editions. 
 
Session 29 – Carr Hall 404 
Organizer and Chair: William Bowen (University of Toronto Scarborough) 
Title: Italian Studies in the Digital Age: Roundtable on Database Projects 
 
 1.  Elena Brizio (Georgetown University, Fiesole) 
2. Konrad Eisenbichler (University of Toronto) 
3. Sandra Parmegiani (University of Guelph) 

 
3:30 – 4:00 Coffee Break 

 
4:00 – 5:30       
 
Session 30 – Carr Hall 405 
Organizers: Lara Harwood-Ventura and Marco Piana (McGill University) 
Chair: Johnny Bertolio  
Title: Gender and Classical Philosophy in Early Modern Italy 
 



 
1. Cassandra Marsillo (Concordia University) 
Lodovico Domenichi’s La nobiltà delle donne: A Ceremonious or a Necessary Defence of 
Women. 
 
2. Lara Harwood-Ventura (McGill University) 
Gendered Nature in Giordano Bruno and its Sources in Classical Philosophy. 
 
3. Laura Prelipcean (Concordia University) 
“On the Nature and the Capacities of Women: Intertextuality and Auctoritas in Domenichi and 
Marinella.” 
 
4. Marco Piana (McGill University) 
“Against Venus: Gianfrancesco Pico’s Critique on the Neoplatonic Venus in the De Venere et 
Cupidine expellendis” 
 
Session 31 – Carr Hall 404 
Organizer: Prof. Massimo Vedovelli, Università per Stranieri di Siena 
Chair: Prof.ssa Barbara Turchetta, Università per Stranieri di Perugia 
Title: Roundtable. “Lo spazio linguistico italiano globale: il caso dell’Ontario” 
 
1. Massimo Vedovelli (Università per Stranieri di Siena)  
Lo spazio linguistico italiano globale: 2001 – 2016. Un confronto con Italiano 2000 
 
2. Barbara Turchetta (Università per Stranieri di Perugia)  
Lo spazio linguistico in evoluzione nelle comunità di origine italiana. Un caso pilota 
  
3. Simone Casini (Università per Stranieri di Siena)  
L’italiano e le altre lingue nei panorami urbani: Bay Street VS Yonge Street. Little Italy VS 
Woodbridge 
  
4. Margherita di Salvo (Università di Napoli Federico II)  
L’italiano in Ontario: competenze e profili in chiave sociolinguistica 
  
5. Caterina Ferrini (Università per Stranieri di Siena)  
La neoemigrazione: modelli e profili linguistici. Ontario e Baden-Württemberg a confronto 
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